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Laura T. Starks, Ph.D., is the George Kozmetsky 

Centennial Distinguished University Chair and 

Professor of Finance at the McCombs School of 

Business, University of Texas at Austin, where she 

teaches graduate and undergraduate courses on 

sustainable investing. Her current research focuses 

on sustainable finance issues, including climate risk 

and shareholder proxy voting issues, as well as 

investor expectations and financial decisions. She has 

won many awards for her research and teaching, 

including the 2022 Skandia Research Award on Long-Term Savings for 

contributions to the field of banking, insurance and financial services and the 2021 

Moskowitz Prize for outstanding research in sustainable finance, which is the 

premier global prize for research in sustainable finance. She has been President of 

the AFA, SFS, WFA and FMA. She has served on mutual funds’ boards of directors, 

pension fund advisory committees, the Board of Governors of the Investment 

Company Institute, and advisory committees for the Norwegian Government 

Pension Fund. She currently serves on advisory boards or committees for AIF 

Global, FTSE-Russell, Kroner Center for Financial Research, Investment Company 

Institute, Netspar, Texas Wall Street Women and the PRI (Principles of 

Responsible Investing), where she is also Chair of the Academic Network Advisory 

Committee. 


